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Q: Discuss Jefferson's decision to purchase the Louisiana Territory, and explain
the political and economic impact of this decision on the United States. (2004)

1. Introduction
2. Reasons to Purchase Louisiana:
a) Scarcity of agricultural lands due to increased population and immigrations

b) Presence of strategically important ports at the bottom of land

c) Access to Missisipi River: Control over the Mississippi River was vital for the economic interests of

the United States, particularly for Western farmers who relied on the river for transportation of
their goods. Jefferson feared that France, who had recently acquired Louisiana from Spain, might
restrict American access to the port of New Orleans, thus threatening American trade and
commerce.

d) Political Considerations: The opportunity to acquire the Louisiana Territory arose unexpectedly

when Napoleon Bonaparte of France faced financial difficulties and offered to sell the entire
territory to the United States. Jefferson recognized that the acquisition of such a vast territory
would significantly enhance the power and influence of the United States on the global stage and
solidify his presidency.

e) Security and Defense: Jefferson was concerned about the potential for foreign powers, particularly

France or Britain, to gain a foothold in the vast territory of Louisiana. He worried that if a foreign
power controlled the region, it could pose a military threat to the United States and potentially

disrupts American expansion westward.
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3. Significance / consequences of Louisiana Purchase:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

Doubled the size of America ( Territorial Expansion)

Control over strategically important ports of New Orleans and Mississippi River

Economic and Agricultural Expansion

Removal of Major European power’s threat from the land, thus facilitating Westward expansion
Constitutional debate regarding the power of US’ President to buy territories

Admission of new states lead to the intensification of sectionalism and issue of slavery

The Louisiana Purchase fueled the idea of Manifest Destiny. The acquisition of such a vast expanse

of land reinforced the idea of American expansionism and fueled ambitions for further expansion.

4. Conclusion
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